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“The pastor himself must learn Christ if he is to labor for the obedience of faith in the 
lives of those to whom he ministers.... The articulation of sanctification cannot be 
separated from its exemplification in the pastor's life. We will not sincerely toil to present 
others mature in Christ if we are not personally concerned for the same.” — William 
Edwards 
 
“Do not despair. Hope still. When the clouds are blackest, even then look towards 
Christ, the standing pillar of the Father’s love and grace, set up in heaven for all sinners 
to gaze upon continually. Whatever Satan or conscience say, do not conclude against 
yourself, Christ shall have the last word. He is Judge of quick and dead, and must 
pronounce the final sentence. His blood speaks reconciliation (Col 1: 20); cleansing (I 
John 1: 7); purchase (Acts 20: 28); redemption (I Peter 1: 19); purging (Heb 9: 13,14); 
remission (Heb 9: 22); liberty (Heb 10: 19); justification (Rom 5: 9); nearness to God 
(Eph 2: 13). Not a drop of this blood shall be lost. Stand and hear what God will say, for 
He will speak peace to His people, that they return no more to folly (Psalm 85: 8). He 
speaks grace, mercy and peace (II Tim 1: 2).” — Honey Out of the Rock by Thomas 
Wilcox 
 
“Individual sins are not what most threaten progress in sanctification. The greater 
danger is framing our lives with a false narrative, or an alternative story that stands in 
opposition to Scripture. In his exhortation to Timothy to preach the Word, Paul describes 
the danger in this way: "having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths" (2 Tim. 4:3-4)…..The myths to which Paul refers are propagated 
so that those who inhabit them can suit their own passions. This is the backstory behind 
every sin: placing myself and my desires at the center of the story. Grasping this is 
essential for sanctification….There are ultimately only two metanarratives: the story of 
Scripture in which Christ is central, and a fictitious myth in which I lay claim to the 
leading role.” — Theology for Ministry, William Edwards 
 
 


