
 

DON’T IGNORE THE ENEMY WITHIN  
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Jared Mellinger 

“Although the ruling power of  sin in our lives has been broken,  
remnants of  corruption remain in our hearts that we will fight throughout our lives.” 

~SGC Statement of  Faith, “Life in Christ”  

“Crucifying sin is a central practical issue in Christian experience. This neglected area of  truth  
must be recovered, and in our present culture must be taught to younger and older Christians alike.” 

~Sinclair Ferguson  1

Leadership and the Christian Landscape  

John Piper “As I look across the Christian landscape, I think it is fair to say concerning sin, ‘They 
have healed the wounds of  my people lightly’ (Jer. 6:14; 8:11). I take this to refer to leaders who 
should be helping the church know and feel the seriousness of  indwelling sin (Rom. 7:20), and how 
to fight it and kill it (Rom. 8:13). Instead the depth and complexity and ugliness and danger of  sin in 
professing Christians is either minimized—since we are already justified—or psychologized as a 
symptom of  woundedness rather than corruption.   
	 This is a tragically light healing. I call it a tragedy because by making life easier for ourselves 
in minimizing the nature and seriousness of  our sin, we become greater victims of  it. We are in fact 
not healing ourselves. Those who say that they already feel bad enough without being told about the 
corruptions of  indwelling sin misread the path to peace.”     2

John Owen (1616–1683) “The vigor, and power, and comfort of  our spiritual life depends on the 
mortification of  the deeds of  the flesh.”   3

The Puritans prayed for a deeper daily repentance, because they knew that it is through the tears of  
repentance that we see most clearly the brightness and glories of  the saving cross.  A life of  repentance 4

deepens our joy in Christ. This ongoing repentance involves seeing our sin, grieving our sin, confessing our 
sin, hating our sin, and turning from our sin.    5

 Sinclair Ferguson, The Christian Life: A Doctrinal Introduction (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of  Truth Trust, 1981), 158.1

 From the Foreword of  John Owen, Overcoming Sin and Temptation, eds. Kelly M. Kapic and Justin Taylor (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2

2006), 11.

 Owen, Overcoming Sin and Temptation, 49.3

 The Valley of  Vision: A Collection of  Puritan Prayers and Devotions, ed. Arthur Bennett (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of  Truth Trust, 1988), 4

“Yet I Sin,” 70.  

 Thomas Watson (1620–1686), The Doctrine of  Repentance (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of  Truth Trust, 1987). 5
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This doctrine of  remaining sin is not only the key to individual flourishing, it is the key to the flourishing of  
local churches.  

When the doctrine of  sin is faithfully taught and applied, it does not leave us gloomy and critical, rather it is 
liberating and transformative.  
  

A Neglected Doctrine: Reasons Remaining Sin is Often Ignored 

1. PASTORAL REASONS 

Our History in Handling the Doctrine of  Sin 

This emphasis has been a blessing. At the same time, there are ways that we have learned over the years to 
handle the doctrine of  sin with greater pastoral care. 

The Tendency Toward Pendulum Swings  

There are two fundamental mistakes made in handling the doctrine of  sin. The first is an excessive focus on 
sin. This manifests itself  in various ways: identifying sin but failing to apply grace; viewing the Christian’s 
primary identity as that of  sinner rather than being in Christ; reducing growth in godliness to the 
mortification of  sin to the neglect of  other biblical themes; promoting unhealthy and morbid introspection; 
giving insufficient attention to causes of  suffering that are not related to indwelling sin; a slowness to 
overlook sin in others; and centering fellowship on correction and the confession of  sin.   6

The other mistake is the danger of  ignoring or minimizing remaining sin. This manifests itself  in: 
downplaying the categories of  self-examination, repentance, and mortification; slackening our daily fight 
against the flesh; a tendency to locate our fundamental problem outside of  ourselves; an approach to pastoral 
ministry that fails to expose and challenge sin, and is devoid of  the conviction of  sin; and minimizing the role 
of  confession and correction in ordinary fellowship. 

The Pastoral Temptation to Niceness  

2. CULTURAL REASONS  

The Prevalence of  Christianity-Lite  

What many people today want is something immediately uplifting, something positive and encouraging, 
something spiritual but not offensive. 

 C. J. Mahaney has wisely taught that we must handle the doctrine of  sin with great care. “Preaching about sin is not the same as 6

preaching grace. If  we do not unveil and apply grace, our emphasis on the doctrine of  sin will leave the members of  our churches 
devoid of  hope, without joy, and aware only of  their sin, not of  the grace of  Christ.” For the Fame of  God’s Name: Essays in Honor of  John 
Piper, eds. Sam Storms and Justin Taylor (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 392–393. 
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Preaching in the Age of  Itching Ears  

The case for corrective preaching: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” (2 Tim. 3:16) 

Many Christians have little understanding of  the importance of  corporate confession and corporate 
repentance.   7

The Stubborn Persistence of  the Therapeutic  

“We’ve been talking about this for decades.” Yet the problem has only increased, and resurfaced in a variety 
of  new ways in recent years. 

Secular therapy presents an entirely different model of  our fundamental problem and the solution we need.   8

Many professing Christians over identify with psychological labels and are at home in the language of  pop 
psychology.  9

We need a distinctly Christian approach to counseling. The ordinary Christian brings more insight to the 
human condition than the greatest secular therapist ever could.  10

 Ch. 15, “Confession of  Sin,” in Bryan Chapell, Christ-Centered Worship: Letting the Gospel Shape Our Practice (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 7

Academic, 2017). “For modern sensibilities, confession of  sin may seem an unappealing aspect of  worship. It can be easy to succumb 
to the idea that dealing with sin is a turnoff  that will steer people away from worship. But to such objections the church must turn a 
deaf  ear for the good of  God’s people.” (182) For a useful collection of  prayers of  confession, see Barbara R. Duguid and Wayne 
Duguid Houk, Prone to Wander: Prayers of  Confession and Celebration (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2014). On corporate repentance, 
see Mark J. Boda, Return to Me’: A Biblical Theology of  Repentance (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2015) and Richard Owen Roberts, 
Repentance: The First Word of  the Gospel (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2002). Boda says “This communal aspect of  repentance is largely 
foreign to Western Christians due to a more individualistic approach to life.” (154–155)  

 David Powlison (1949-2019) writes, “The essential logic of  the therapeutic is this: your personal problems arise from being acted upon. At the 8

deepest levels of  causality, you are simply passive, a victim of  determining forces outside your moral agency and responsibility. . . . 
The bottom line on the therapeutic approaches to counseling? An ideological commitment to passivity (in assigning cause) and to 
human self-trust (in working for cure) means that your personal and interpersonal problems can never be evils coming out of  your 
bent, untrustworthy heart. Therefore they cannot be sins against God. Therefore you do not need a Savior’s forgiveness to deliver 
you, and a Shepherd’s ongoing presence and power to change you. Therefore a Christian’s counseling ought to offer the starkest 
alternative to the therapeutic.” “What’s Wrong with the Therapeutic Approach to Counseling?,” March 1, 2010 https://
www.9marks.org/article/what-wrong-therapeutic-approach-counseling/

 Tim Keller (1950–2023) writes, “What many people call ‘psychological problems’ are simple issues of  idolatry. Perfectionism, 9

workaholism, chronic indecisiveness, and the need to control the lives of  others—all of  these stem from making good things into 
idols that then drive us into the ground as we try to appease them. Idols dominate our lives.” Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of  
Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope that Matters (New York, NY: Dutton, 2009), xxiii. 

 This is the insight of  Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906–1945), as he explains the limitations of  psychotherapy: “The most experienced 10

psychologist or observer of  human nature knows infinitely less of  the human heart than the simplest Christian who lives beneath the 
Cross of  Jesus. The greatest psychological insight, ability and experience cannot grasp this one thing: what sin is. Worldly wisdom 
knows what distress and weakness and failure are, but it does not know the godlessness of  man. And so it does not know that man is 
destroyed only by his sin and can be healed only by forgiveness. Only the Christian knows this. In the presence of  a psychiatrist I can 
only be a sick man; in the presence of  a Christian brother I can dare to be a sinner. The psychiatrist must first search my heart and yet 
he never plumbs its ultimate depth. The Christian brother knows when I come to him: here is a sinner like myself, a godless man who 
wants to confess and yearns for God’s forgiveness. The psychiatrist views me as if  there were no God. The brother views me as I am 
before the judging and merciful God in the Cross of  Jesus Christ.” Life Together: The Classic Exploration of  Christian Community (New 
York, NY: HarperOne, 1954), 118–119.
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3. THEOLOGICAL REASONS  

At times the reason we neglect the enemy within is that our doctrine is not entirely sound. We interpret the 
Scriptures in such a way that results in giving little attention to indwelling sin. And we think we are following 
Biblical teaching and reflecting Biblical proportionality when in fact we are not. 

The Higher Life Movement 

 In the second half  of  the 19th century, the subject of  “the sins of  Christians” was brought to the forefront 
of  theological discussion. The Higher Life Movement (1850–1875), along with the early Keswick Movement 
(1875–1920), represents one of  the most concerted efforts to remove or minimize the doctrine of  sin in the 
Christian life. They taught that the normal Christian life is one of  sustained victory over sin, even that we can 
be kept from present sinning.  11

This Higher Life teaching was directly challenged by J. C. Ryle (1816–1900), in his book Holiness.  But the 12

most devastating criticism came from B. B. Warfield (1851–1921), who served as the Professor of  Didactic 
and Polemic Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary.  13

Modern Pauline Scholarship  

There are diverse acceptable opinions on Romans 7. The main point of  this chapter is not the identity of  the 
“I” that is so often debated, but the nature and function of  the law. 

Herman Bavinck (1854–1921) “However much the Reformation exegesis of  [Romans 7] has largely 
been abandoned in modern times, the expositors who did so did not know what they were doing.”  14

There are larger theological trends that leverage Paul in downplaying the reality of  conflict in the believer. 

 For example, in his book Humility (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2017), Andrew Murray (1828–1917) writes of  the 11

Apostle Paul, “We notice the remarkable fact that, through his whole Christian course, we never find . . . anything like a confession of  
sin. Nowhere is there any mention of  shortcoming or defect, nowhere any suggestion to his readers that he has failed in duty, or 
sinned against the law of  perfect love. . . . [Paul arrived at] the consciousness of  being kept from present sinning.” (65–67)

 See especially the Introduction and Chapter 1 of  Holiness: It’s Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, and Roots (Darlington, England: 12

Evangelical Press, 1979). What Ryle saw as the main error of  the Higher Life advocates was an unbiblical understanding of  sin, 
especially remaining sin in the believer. So he wrote Chapter 1 on sin, and began with these words: “He that wishes to attain right 
views about Christian holiness must begin by examining the vast and solemn subject of  sin. He must dig down very low if  he would 
build high. A mistake here is most mischievous. Wrong views about holiness are generally traceable to wrong views about human 
corruption.” (1) He also writes on that first page, “I believe that one of  the chief  wants of  the church in the nineteenth century has 
been, and is, clearer, fuller teaching about sin.” The same can be said of  our day.

 “Studies in Perfectionism,” The Works of  B. B. Warfield, Volumes 7 and 8. See the separate handout, “The Exultant Joy of  ‘Miserable 13

Sinner Christianity.’”

 Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Volume 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2008), 261–262. I do not come down nearly so 14

hard on other interpretations, but like Bavinck, I myself  am not critical of  the Reformational understanding of  Romans 7. As many 
have pointed out, a redemptive-historical reading need not eliminate an autobiographical element to the “I.” It is possible, and I 
believe it to be the case, that Paul’s treatment of  the law and his use of  the first person singular encompass both the old and new age, 
which, we could argue, is also reflected in Paul’s use of  the past and present tense in that chapter.
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Krister Stendahl (1921–2008), writing decades ago (1963) in an influential article, said that seeing an internal 
struggle in any of  Paul’s teachings is part of  the ‘introspective conscience of  the West.’ “We look in vain for 
any evidence that Paul the Christian has suffered under the burden of  conscience concerning personal 
shortcomings which he would label ‘sins.’”   15

Gordon Fee (1934–2022), in God’s Empowering Presence, says he fully agrees with Stendahl’s work, adding that 
“Paul never so much as mentions ‘indwelling sin’ within the believer, nor does he ever call his readers to deal 
with such.”  Fee says that Galatians 5:17, like Romans 7, needs to be interpreted in an eschatological, 16

salvation-historical framework, rather than describing individual struggle. “Paul does not speak to that issue 
[of  besetting sin] either here [in Romans 7] or in the Galatians passage.”      17

Doctrinal missteps lead to wrong ideas about sin. Errant exegesis leads to superficial approaches to growth in 
godliness.  

We are in a daily battle with the flesh until the day we die.   18

Herman Bavinck “Scripture everywhere proceeds from the assumption that sin remains a reality in 
believers to the very end of  their lives.”  19

 Stendahl, “The Apostle Paul and the Introspective Conscience of  the West,” 202, Harvard Theological Review, LVI.3 (07 1963), 15

202. Stendahl continues, “The famous formula “simul justus et peccator”—at the same time righteous and sinner— . . . cannot be 
substantiated as the center of  Paul’s conscious attitude toward his personal sins.” Paul’s letters reveal “the conspicuous absence of  
references to an actual consciousness of  being a sinner.” (210) This article paved the way for the New Perspective on Paul and was 
influential among its proponents. 

 Gordon Fee, God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of  Paul (Peabody, MA, Hendrickson Publishers, 1994), 431. 16

 Ibid., 515. On Romans 8:4 Fee writes, “Neither this text nor Galatians hints at some kind of  internal warfare going on in the life of  17

the believer between these two ways of  life.” On Romans 8:5–8, “No struggle within the believer is mentioned or hinted at.” (539) Fee 
is emphatic: “My point is a simple one: Nowhere does Paul describe life in the Spirit as one of  constant struggle with the flesh. . . . The exegesis of  
the key texts (Gal 5:17 and Rom 7:14–25) demonstrates that this is the Pauline perspective.” (817, italics his) “Students often express 
their frustration with this perspective on things, partly because of  their years of  being taught otherwise in the church and partly 
because of  their own personal concerns. They even become angry that Paul may not have addressed the issue of  their personal 
struggle with sin as a believer—as though he had some duty to do so. But this is an issue we bring to the text, not derive from the text.” 
(822) Fee makes the same terrible arguments in Paul, the Spirit, and the People of  God (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 1996). 

 For a sample of  Biblical support: Sin clings closely (Heb. 12:1), and we all stumble in many ways (James 3:2). We continue to sin 18

after conversion (1 John 1:8), and these sins require confession (1 John 1:9). Therefore we fight the good fight of  the faith (1 Tim. 
6:12), and this includes putting to death the deeds of  the body (Rom. 8:13). We must put to death was is earthly in us, including 
impurity, evil desire, and covetousness (Col. 3:5). “Beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of  body and spirit” (2 Cor. 
7:1). Conflicts reveal that our passions are at war within us (James 4:1), and so we must “cleanse your hands, you sinners” (James 4:8). 
We are no longer in the flesh (Rom. 8:9), and in Christ we have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires (Gal. 5:24). Yet the 
flesh remains with us—we still behave in ways that are of  the flesh (1 Cor. 3:1–3) and we must battle the flesh throughout our lives 
(Gal. 5:17). The passions of  the flesh wage war against the soul, and we must abstain from these (1 Pet. 2:11). Christians often 
acknowledge that they do not do the good they want to do (Rom. 7:19), and the war within at times leads us to cry “Wretched man 
that I am!” (Rom. 7:24) Paul was aware he has not attained perfection (Phil. 3:12). Jesus taught us to “watch and pray” (Matt. 26:41), to 
ask the Father to forgive our debts (Matt. 6:12), and to ruthlessly fight sin—“If  your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw 
it away” (Matt. 5:29–30). The Christian joins David in confessing our need for God’s mercy: “Have mercy on me, O God, according 
to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me” (Ps. 51:1–3).

 Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, 4:262.19
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John Calvin (1509–1564) “There remains in a regenerate man a smoldering cinder of  evil, from 
which desires continually leap forth to allure and spur him to commit sin.”  20

We will not be able to improve upon the historic Reformed approach to the Christian life, and the Puritan 
teaching on Christian living, especially their teaching on remaining sin.  We still have much to learn from the 21

Puritans.   22

4. PERSONAL REASONS  

Addressing Our Own Respectable Sins  

Jerry Bridges (1929–2016), Respectable Sins. “The motivation for this book stems from a growing conviction 
that those of  us whom I call conservative evangelicals may have become so preoccupied with some of  the 
major sins of  society around us that we have lost sight of  the need to deal with our own more ‘refined’ or 
subtle sins.”  His concern was that “On the whole, we appear to be more concerned about the sins of  23

society than we are the sins of  the saints.”   24

• Anxiety and worry. “So when I give way to anxiety, I am, in effect, believing that God does not care for 
me and that he will not take care of  me.” (64)  

• Unthankfulness. “Taking for granted all the temporal provisions and spiritual blessings that God has so 
richly bestowed upon us, and so failing to continually give him thanks, is one of  our ‘acceptable’ 
sins.” (81) 

• Pride. “I venture that of  all the subtle sins we will address in this book, the pride of  moral superiority 
may be the most common.” (90) Closely related to this is “pride of  correct doctrine,” by which we 
“feel doctrinally superior to those who hold other views.” (92)  

 John Calvin, Institutes of  the Christian Religion, ed. John T. McNeil, trans. Ford Lewis Battles (Philadelphia, PA: Westminster, 1960), 20

3.3.10, 602. 

 In recent years, increased attention has helpfully been given to the traditional Reformed doctrine of  concupiscence, which sheds 21

much light on the depths of  remaining sin. This doctrine states that even our fallen inclinations are sinful. The desire to sin is sin, 
even if  there is no conscious act of  the will, and even if  we do not act upon that desire. See the PCA Report of  the Ad Interim 
Committee on Human Sexuality (2020). https://pcaga.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/AIC-Report-to-48th-GA-5-28-20-1.pdf  
This was the work of  Bryan Chapell, Kevin DeYoung, Tim Keller, and others. Reformed teaching on sin understands “the sinful 
concupiscence that is common to all,” (21) present every day in our spontaneous thoughts, feelings, and desires.  

 J. I. Packer (1926–2020) is brilliant in his treatment and defense of  the Puritans. He writes, “The Puritans have always had a bad 22

press. Their emphasis on each Christian’s lifelong war to the death with ‘besetting’ (habitual) sins has sometimes been dismissed as 
Manichean (denying the goodness of  created human nature), morbid (denying the joy of  natural behavior), and morally unreal 
(obsessed with self-flagellation, in disregard of  everything else). But all of  this is factually incorrect, and the idea that fighting sin was 
all the Puritan saints ever thought about is quite wrong. Love for God, joyful assurance, spiritual-mindedness, honesty and public 
spirit, quiet acceptance of  God’s will, the pathway of  persistent prayer, and the power of  the hope of  glory, are among the many 
themes that are greatly developed in Puritan teaching about holiness. It was not all harping on a single note. Yet it is true that a 
drumbeat stress on detecting, resisting, and overcoming sin’s downdrag appears everywhere. This obtrusive emphasis has kept many 
in the past from seeing that Puritan holiness is fundamentally a cheerful affair of  peace, joy, worship, fellowship, and growth. The 
solemn business of  self-scrutiny and suffering, inward and outward, as one strives and struggles against sin is only one side of  it. But 
in an age in which self-ignorance, secular-mindedness, moral slackness and downright sin are as common among Christians as they are 
today, it is doubtless from the stern side of  Puritanism—the side that forces on us realism about our sinfulness and our sins—that we 
have most to learn.” Rediscovering Holiness: Know the Fullness of  Life with God (Ventura, CA: Regal, 2009), 100. 

 Jerry Bridges, Respectable Sins: Confronting the Sins We Tolerate (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2007), 9.23

 Ibid., 19. 24
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• Judgmentalism. “Because we do believe so strongly in the importance of  sound doctrine, we can easily 
become hypercritical of  those with whom we disagree.” (146) Including a critical spirit: “They look 
for and find fault with everyone and everything. Regardless of  the topic of  conversation—whether 
it’s a person, a church, an event, or anything—they end up speaking in a disparaging manner.” (146)  

• Worldliness. 

Seasons of  Watchfulness   

When it comes to the enemy within, we need to think not in the first place of  our churches, or of  other 
people, but of  ourselves.  

These are seasons of  life and ministry that call for special self-examination, prayer before the Lord, and 
fellowship in community.     25

• When ministry is fruitful. 
• When ministry is difficult.     26

• When I am criticized.  27

• When there are difficult relationships.  
• When I am sinned against and mistreated.   28

• When there is disagreement.  29

• When there is peaceful separation. 
• When ministry comes to an end.  

In each one of  these categories, there are ways we can acknowledge our many sins, and apply the remedy of  
the gospel.  

Robert Murray M’Cheyne (1813–1843) “Learn much of  your own heart, and when you have learned 
all you can, remember that you have seen but a few yards into a pit that is unfathomable.”   30

And yet, we are able to face our sins because we have so great a Savior in Jesus Christ.   

 In Keeping the Heart (Great Britain: Christian Focus Publications, 1999), John Flavel (1628–1691) gives 12 seasons for keeping the 25

heart.

 My favorite book here remains Kent and Barbara Hughes, Liberating Ministry from the Success Syndrome (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008).26

 See the helpful book by Joel R. Beeke and Nick Thompson, Pastors and Their Critics: A Guide to Coping with Criticism in the Ministry 27

(Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2020).  

 I highly recommend Charity and Its Fruits: Christian Love as Manifested in the Heart and Life (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of  Truth Trust, 28

1969) by Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758), which I have read numerous times under great conviction. His fourth lecture is on long-
suffering or forbearance: “Charity Disposes us Meekly to Bear the Injuries Received from Others.”  

 Tim Cooper, When Christians Disagree: Lessons from the Fractured Relationship of  John Owen and Richard Baxter (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 29

2024) is an insightful study full of  practical wisdom. Pastors are not always skilled in disagreeing well.  

 Andrew Bonar, Memoir and Remains of  R. M. M’Cheyne (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of  Truth Trust, 1966), 293. M’Cheyne continues, 30

“Learn much of  the Lord Jesus. For every look at yourself, take ten looks at Christ. He is altogether lovely.” (293) 
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Encouragements for the Fight  

• The penalty for all our sin has been paid in full. 
• The power of  sin has been broken in Christ, so that change really is possible.  
• Our progressive transformation is an experience of  grace. 
• Our sin does not define us most deeply.  
• God has given us many helps in the battle.   
• The presence of  an inward battle is encouraging. 
• God uses the presence of  remaining sin to work advantages in us.  31

• Jesus has already won the war and secured our future.  

Conclusion: The Triumph of  Grace  

We talk about sin in order to grow in grace and to treasure Christ more fully.  32

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892) “You cannot sin so much as God can forgive. If  it comes to a pitched 
battle between sin and grace, you shall not be so bad as God is good. I will prove it to you. You can 
only sin as a man, but God can forgive as God. You sin as a finite creature, but the Lord forgives as 
the infinite Creator.”  33

Our goal in talking about sin and fighting sin is not to drive us to misery and despair, but to drive us to 
greater joy in Christ. 

 John Newton, Letters of  John Newton, Letter XXIV, “Advantages from Remaining Sin,” 131–135. 31

 C. J. Mahaney writes, “Pastors, our goal is not simply to convict our hearers of  sin, but to convince them of  the grace of  our Lord 32

Jesus Christ. So which are you more aware of: the pervasiveness of  sin, or the power of  grace? Which is your church more aware of? 
If  someone were to study your sermon notes, would he find more space devoted to exposing sin than to unveiling and applying grace?  
	 It requires little skill merely to expose sin. But it takes great skill to unveil grace and apply it to the wide variety of  spiritual 
conditions represented in our churches. Merely addressing sin or exposing sin is not sufficient; we must labor to show the stunning 
magnitude and power of  the grace of  Christ toward those he has redeemed. The message we deliver is the message of  the grace of  
our Lord Jesus Christ.” For the Fame of  God’s Name, 393. 

 Charles Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle Sermons, Volume 28, 344.33
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Appendix 1 

His Mercy Is More   34

Verse 1 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore, 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more! 

Verse 2 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 
What Father, so tender, is calling us home? 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor, 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more! 

Chorus 
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn, 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more! 

Verse 3 
What riches of  kindness He lavished on us, 
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost! 
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford, 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more! 

Chorus 
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn, 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more! 

Chorus 
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn, 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more! 

 Words & Music: Matt Boswell, Matt Papa © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs / Getty Music Publishing / Love Your Enemies 34

Publishing / Messenger Hymns
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Appendix 2 

Recommended Reading on Fighting Sin 

Chapters 

• John Owen on the Christian Life, Sinclair Ferguson, Ch. 6, “Conflict with Sin” 
• The Christian Life: A Doctrinal Introduction, Sinclair Ferguson, Ch. 15, “Crucifying Sin” 
• Holiness: It’s Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, and Roots, J. C. Ryle, Ch. 1, “Sin,” and Ch. 4, “The Fight”  
• Newton on the Christian Life: To Live is Christ, Tony Reinke, Ch. 5, “Indwelling Sin” 
• The Discipline of  Grace: God’s Role and Our Role in the Pursuit of  Holiness, Jerry Bridges, Ch. 12, “The 

Discipline of  Watching”  
• Side by Side: Walking with Others in Wisdom and Love, Edward Welch, Ch. 4, “Sin Weighs a Lot,” Ch. 15, 

“Prepare to Talk about Sin,” and Ch. 16, “Help Fellow Sinners” 
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