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INTRODUCTION

“All the world's a stage,

and all the men and women merely players;

They have their exits and their entrances,

and one man in his time plays many parts...”
Jacques, in As You Like It, by William Shakespeare

“But because most people, immersed in their own errors, are struck blind in such a
dazzling theater, he exclaims that to weigh these works of God wisely is a matter of rare
and singular wisdom, in viewing which they who otherwise seem to be extremely acute
profit nothing. And certainly however much the glory of God shines forth, scarcely one
man in a hundred is a true spectator of it!” John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian
Religion (ICR), 1.V.8 (McNeill-Battles edition, p. 61).

“We must therefore admit in God’s individual works—but especially in them as a
whole—that God’s powers are actually represented as in a painting. Thereby the whole
of mankind is invited and attracted to recognition of him, and from this to true and
complete happiness.” Calvin, ICR, 1.v.10 (63).

“...this psalm consists of two parts, in the first of which David celebrates the glory of God
as manifested in his works; and, in the other, exalts and magnifies the knowledge of God
which shines forth more clearly in his word.” John Calvin, Joshua, Psalms 1-35, Calvin’s
Commentaries (CC) IV, 308.

CALVIN’S THEATER OF GLORY IN THE WORLD

“This magnificent theater of heaven and earth, crammed with innumerable miracles,
Paul calls the ‘wisdom of God.”” Calvin, ICR, Il.vi.1 (341).

“We shall likewise learn [by studying creation]... that he has so wonderfully adorned
heaven and earth with as unlimited abundance, variety, and beauty of all things as could
possibly be, quite like a spacious and splendid house, provided and filled with the most
exquisite and at the same time most abundant furnishings. Finally, we shall learn that in



forming man and in adorning him with such goodly beauty, and with such great and
numerous gifts, he put him forth as the most excellent example of his works.” Calvin,
ICR, 1.xiv.20 (180).

“But since God not only deigned to give life to an earthen vessel, but also willed it to be
the abode of an immortal spirit, Adam could rightly glory in the great liberality of his
Maker.” Calvin, ICR, 1.xv.1 (184).

“‘Meanwhile let us not be ashamed to take pious delight in the works of God open and
manifest in this most beautiful theater. For, as | have elsewhere said, although it is not
the chief evidence for faith, yet it is the first evidence in the order of nature, to be mindful
that wherever we cast our eyes, all things they meet are works of God, and at the same
time to ponder with pious meditation to what end God created them.” Calvin, ICR,
[.xiv.20 (179)

John Piper, “How to Drink Orange Juice to the Glory of God”
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-to-drink-orange-juice-to-the-glory-of-god

lll. CALVIN'S THEATER OF GLORY IN THE WORD

“For who even of slight intelligence does not understand that, as nurses commonly do
with infants, God is wont in a measure to ‘lisp’ in speaking to us? Thus such forms of
speaking do not so much express clearly what God is like as accommodate the
knowledge of him to our slight capacity. To do this he must descend far beneath his
loftiness.” Calvin, ICR, l.viii.1 (121).

“For just as eyes, when dimmed with age or weakness or by some other defect, unless
aided by spectacles, discern nothing distinctly; so, such is our feebleness, unless
Scripture guides us in seeking God, we are immediately confused.” Calvin, ICR, 1.xiv.1
(160-61).

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish
hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory
of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and
creeping things.” (Romans 1:20-23)



V.

“Through the theatre of glory, God, the supreme being beyond all comprehension, is
knowable. This knowledge strips humanity of any excuse for not acknowledging God,
but it is not sufficient for salvation. Scripture is essential to reveal God's redeeming
action. God can only be known through Jesus Christ, who is revealed in the Bible.”
Bruce Gordon, Calvin, 301-2.

“Therefore, however fitting it may be for man seriously to turn his eyes to contemplate
God’s works, since he has been placed in this most glorious theater to be a spectator of
them, it is fitting that he prick up his ears to the Word, the better to profit. And it is
therefore no wonder that those who were born in darkness become more and more
hardened in their insensibility; for there are very few who, to contain themselves within
bounds, apply themselves teachably to God’s Word, but they rather exult in their own
vanity. Now, in order that true religion may shine upon us, we ought to hold that it must
take its beginning from heavenly doctrine and that no one can get even the slightest
taste of right and sound doctrine unless he be a pupil of Scripture.” Calvin, ICR, 1.vi.2
(72).

Hence, there also emerges the beginning of true understanding when we reverently
embrace what it pleases God there to witness of himself. But not only faith, perfect and
in every way complete, but all right knowledge of God is born of obedience. And surely
in this respect God has, by his singular providence, taken thought for mortals through all
ages.” Calvin, ICR, 1.vi.2 (72).

“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those
who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.” (Revelation 1:3)

RESCUE ME FROM ME

“Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of
two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves.” John Calvin, ICR 1.i.1 (35).

“First, as much in the fashioning of the universe as in the general teaching of Scripture
the Lord shows himself to be simply the Creator. Then in the face of Christ [cf. 2 Cor.
4:6] he shows himself the Redeemer.” Calvin, ICR, l.ii.1 (40).



“Again, it is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself unless he has
first looked upon God’s face, and then descends from contemplating him to scrutinize
himself. For we always seem to ourselves righteous and upright and wise and holy—this
pride is innate in all of us—unless by clear proofs we stand convinced of our own
unrighteousness, foulness, folly, and impurity... As long as we do not look beyond the
earth, being quite content with our own righteousness, wisdom, and virtue, we flatter
ourselves most sweetly, and fancy ourselves all but demigods. Suppose we but once
begin to raise our thoughts to God, and to ponder his nature, and how completely perfect
are his righteousness, wisdom, and power—the straightedge to which we must be
shaped. Then, what masquerading earlier as righteousness was pleasing in us will soon
grow filthy in its consummate wickedness. What wonderfully impressed us under the
name of wisdom will stink in its very foolishness. What wore the face of power will prove
itself the most miserable weakness. That is, what in us seems perfection itself
corresponds ill to the purity of God.” Calvin, ICR, 1.i.2 (37-38).

“...no Reformation leader was more consistently practical in his teaching or more humble
and adoring in his thoughts of God.” J. |. Packer, “Calvin the Theologian,” Honoring the
People of God, 142.

It is necessary to derive a plan for ordering our lives from the Scriptures.

“We have said that the goal of regeneration is that there should appear in the life of
believers a symmetry and agreement between God's righteousness and their obedience,
and that they may thus confirm the adoption by which God has accepted them as his
children. Now, the law itself contains within it that new life by which the image of God is
restored in us. Nevertheless, because our lethargy needs both many incentives and
helps, it will be worthwhile to derive from various passages of Scripture a method for the
composition of life so that those who have a heartfelt desire for repentance may not go
astray in their pursuit of it.” John Calvin, On the Christian Life (OTCL), 3.

. We are called to a love of holiness because God is holy.

“When we hear mention of our union with God, let us remember that holiness must be its
bond... This is why Scripture also teaches that holiness is our calling’s goal.” Calvin,
OTCL, 6.

“Itis not at all fitting that the sanctuary in which he dwells (meaning, in you) should be
stuffed with filth like a stable.” Calvin, OTCL, 6.



3. A second motivation to holiness is the holiness of Christ, which God has made to
be a pattern for us.

“And to better rouse us to action, Scripture shows that just as God the Father has
reconciled us to himself in his Christ, so he has impressed an image in Christ for us, to
which he wishes us to be conformed... Scripture... directs us to give our entire life back
to God, its author, to whom it is obligated. Not only that, but after it has taught us that we
have fallen away from the true origin and principle of our creation, it adds that Christ,
through whom we have been restored to God's favor, was set before us as a model" so
that we may imitate his example in our lives. What can you ask for that is more effective
than this one truth? Yes, what can you ask for beyond this one truth?” Calvin, OTCL, 7.

4. The gospel is a doctrine not just of intellect and tongue but of heart and life.

“And here is the place to rebuke those who possess nothing more than the label and
badge of Christ and yet want to be called ‘Christians.” Where do they get the audacity to
boast in his holy name? After all, no one has any dealings with Christ except those who
have gained a true knowledge of him from the word of the gospel... They are content
with rolling the gospel on the tips of their tongues when the gospel should penetrate into
the most intimate affection of the heart, take hold of the soul, and have an effect on the
whole human being.” Calvin, OTCL, 8-9.

5. The mark of a Christian is not perfection but single-minded progress toward it.

“What should we do, then? Let us set that target [perfection in Christ] before our eyes as
the only one to which we direct our efforts. Let us determine that as the goal line toward
which we strive and compete... In the first place, God everywhere commends integrity
as the foremost part of worshiping him. By the term ‘integrity,” he means a pure simplicity
of mind that is free of subterfuge and pretending, the opposite of a double heart. It is as
if to say that the principle of living rightly is spiritual, in which the inner affection of the
mind is—without pretending—dedicated to God for the cultivation of holiness and
righteousness. But no one in this earthly prison of a body has been given sufficient
strength to run the course with the requisite enthusiasm, and the majority are so
overwhelmed with weakness that they slowly move forward by staggering, limping, and
even crawling on the ground. Consequently, let each of us move forward according to
the measure of our meager ability and continue the journey we have begun. No one
advances so hopelessly as not to make at least a bit of progress daily on the way.”
Calvin, OTCL, 10-11.



“‘Knowledge of this sort, then, ought not only to arouse us to the worship of God but also
to awaken and encourage us to the hope of the future life.” Calvin, ICR, 1.v.10 (62).

CONCLUSION

“[Jesus] shows, therefore, in what manner he would obtain glory to himself from such a
death. It is, because by it he glorifies God the Father; for in the cross of Christ, as in a
magnificent theatre, the inestimable goodness of God is displayed before the whole
world. In all the creatures, indeed, both high and low, the glory of God shines, but
nowhere has it shone more brightly than in the cross, in which there has been an
astonishing change of things, the condemnation of all men has been manifested, sin has
been blotted out, salvation has been restored to men; and, in short, the whole world has
been renewed, and every thing restored to good order.” John Calvin, John 12—21; Acts
1-15, CC XVIII, 73.

“But how much happier you would be if you only knew that these people cared nothing
about you! How much larger your life would be if your self could become smaller in it; if
you could really look at other men with common curiosity and pleasure; if you could see
them walking as they are in their sunny selfishness and their virile indifference! You
would begin to be interested in them, because they were not interested in you. You
would break out of this tiny and tawdry theatre in which your own little plot is always
being played, and you would find yourself under a freer sky, in a street full of splendid
strangers.” G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy, 12—13.



